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Within recent months Delaware
Bar Foundation has been activated
and, thanks to the financial support
of a substantial number of Delaware
lawyers, it is now beginning to show
signs of life.

The basic purposes of the Founda-
tion are threefold:

a. To improve and facilitate the
administration of justice;

b. To promote study and research
in the field of law and the continuing
education of lawyers; and

c. To promote and improve the
public's knowledge and perception of
our legal system.

Because of the public and educa-
tional objectives of the Foundation,
we have been able to obtain income
tax exemption under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code. This
means that not only is income earned
by the Foundation not taxable but,
also, contributions, dues, gifts, or
bequests to the Foundation are de-
ductible. We hope that, as the Foun-
dation establishes a track record of
supporting worthwhile programs and
projects, we can attract gifts and
bequests and in this way substantially
expand our financial support now
limited to dues payments.

The governing body of the Founda-
tion is a nine member Board of Direc-
tors. Three members of the Board are
appointed by the Chief Justice, three
are appointed by the President of the
Delaware State Bar Association
(DSBA), and three are elected by the
membership of the DSBA. Victor
Battaglia, Frank Biondi, Honorable
Grover Brown, Ned Carpenter, Bill
Prickett, Charles Tolliver, Chuck
Welch, Bill Wright, and I are the
current members of the Board.

Thus far the Board has approved
four projects.

1. Establishment of a professional
education videotape library. The ini-
tial acquisitions for this library consist
of one videotape playback system and
two sets of tapes: "Basic Concepts of
Evidence" (Irving Younger Lectures,

14 tapes) and "Appellate Advocacy" (4
tapes). We intend to acquire more
tapes each year so that the library
may grow and become more diver-
sified. The operation of the library
will be conducted by the Continuing
Legal Education Committee of the
DSBA.

2. Pro Bono — Community Legal
Aid Society, Inc. (CLASI) Training
Manual. A modest grant was made to
the Pro Bono Committee of DSBA
and CLASI to defray the printing cost
of the 200 page Pro Bono training
manual used and distributed at the
training seminar held March 12,1982,
in connection with the Delaware
Volunteer Lawyers Service project.

3. T h e Legal Handbook for Delaware
Women. Another modest grant to the
Women's Rights Committee of the
DSBA was made to help defray the
costs for the third printing of this
useful handbook.

4. Establishment of DELAWARE
LAWYER. Underwriting the publica-
tion of this magazine is by far the
most ambitious project of the Founda-
tion. The hard work, dedication, and
talent of Bill Wiggin, Ed Golin of
Gauge Corporation, Richard Levine,
and the other members of the Editorial
Committee, as well as the contributing
writers, have made this publication a
reality. The magazine promises to fill
a void and provide Delaware lawyers
with an outlet for scholarly and respon-
sible works of appeal to the profession-
al and public alike.

As this first issue of Delaware Lawyer
goes to press, the number of Delaware
lawyers and judges who have volun-
tarily elected to be dues-paying mem-
bers of the Foundation approaches
500. The general public is also eligible
for membership in the Foundation.
We encourage such membership and
the contribution of ideas, recommen-
dations and a high level of dialogue
between lawyer and layman.

We look forward to the second year
of the Foundation and solicit your
support, advice, and active member-
ship in Delaware Bar Foundation.•
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