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o--EDITOR’S NOTE

o g S o

Teresa A. Cheek

This issue is devoted to the topic of women in the law,
particularly in private practice, a topic near to my heart. As a
practitioner of employment law who has defended many sex
discrimination charges and lawsuits, I take a professional as
well as personal interest in the topic.

My volunteering to edit this issue coincided with an
upsurge in interest in the media in the topic of the current
status of female attorneys in the nation’s firms. The
publication of Lauren Stiller Rikleen’s book, Eading the
Gauntlet: Removing Barriers to Women’s Success in the Law,
West/Legalworks (2006), doubtless played a role in the
recent attention to this subject and to the subject of diversity
more generally.

We are fortunate to be able to publish an excerpt from
Rikleen’s book in this issue, and I have written a review in
an attempt to capture at least some small part of its wealth of
thought-provoking information. I urge all readers who care
about the practice of law to buy this book, read it and follow
its advice.

We are also fortunate to have Betsy McGeever’s interview
of Judge Jane R. Roth, who has recently moved to senior
status on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals and who
generously shared her time and memories with us. We
also have an interesting article about a new program called
DirectWomen from Professor Amelia Boss, who is co-
chairing a joint initiative by the American Bar Association’s
Business Law Section and the public interest organization
Catalyst to place more women on the Boards of Directors
of publicly held corporations. Finally, we have a lively article
by Claire DeMatteis recounting the history, accomplish-
ments and future plans of the Women and the Law Section
of the Delaware State Bar Association.

I am extremely grateful for the time and efforts of all our
contributors, and hope that our readers enjoy these articles

T A L

Teresa A. Cheek

as much as I have.

THE COMPLETE PROBATE SOFTWARE FOR

MUNICIPALITIES AND LAW FIRMS!

www.TheProbateSource.com

Counterpoint Software, Inc. has developed an
on-line service tailored for Pennsylvania lawyers
to enter, track and print out probate forms for the
state of Pennsylvania, specific to a county level.

The system will allow lawyers to:
¢ Set up accounts

« Enter in new probate information,
and produce all necessary forms

¢ See past probate submissions and
re-print probate documents

¢ Save all probate documents in a pdf file format
for ease of viewing, printing and downloading

« Be reminded of timely filings
of the status and inventory reports

» View fee schedule, hours of operation and
contact information for individual counties

o Access informational links specific to legal needs

1901 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

* (302)426 6500 e counterpointsoftwareinc.com
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We use powerful resources at Thompson Search Consultants...
Delaware's premier legal search firm — dedicated to helping
law firms and corporations with permanent staffing needs
and attorneys looking for the right career opportunity.

With over 20 years of legal experience, our specialized firm

is here to help you find the perfect match.

Our services are confidential and discreet. -
To learn how we can assist you, call Brenda Thompson <

at 302-369-9960 or visit us online, ‘/

410 Creek Bend Drive, Newark, DE 19711
thompsonsearchconsultants.com

Member NALSC: Dedicated to professional and ethical

attorney placement services to the legal community.

thompsonsearch .~

Learn with passion.

Live with purpose.

Bill Quillen ’52

Williams 56, Harvard Law 59
Longtime judge, community leader,
Friends grandparent

Stanita Clarke *06

Early decision, Trinity College
National leadership conference
delegate, Future MDs club leader

Wilmington Friends School

Quaker, Preschool-12th Grade, College-Level Courses,
Commitment to Community and Personal Best,
Global Studies Curriculum/IB
Open Houses in November and January; inquiries welcome year-round.

* (302) 576-2930 « www.wilmingtonfriends.org ¢
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An Interview with

Judge

Roth talked with us
about her experiences
as one of the few
female attorneys in
private practice in
Wilmington, her time
on the bench and her
plans for the future.
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We had the pleasure of interviewing Judge Jane Richards Roth who, on June 1,

2006, took senior status on the bench of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals.

Her chambers are filled with photos of her family, former law clerks and U.S.

presidents; mementos from travels to places like China; awards for her service;

and even crayons for her visiting grandchildren. Judge Roth talked with us for

an hour about her experiences as one of the few female attorneys in private

practice in Wilmington in the 1960s and 1970s, her time on the bench and her

plans for the future.

Q! Tell us what it was like growing
up as the daughter of one of
Delaware’s leading lawyers.

A: Growing up, I knew my father was
a lawyer, but that was a very tangential
part of my whole existence. A few times
I was taken down to courthouses and
I understood that a courtroom was
a place where you behaved yourself,
and I wasn’t particularly interested
in spending much time in it. I do
remember when I was about 12 or 13
years old, my father came home one
night for dinner and said an amazing
thing had happened: A young woman

had come in to apply for a job as an
attorney, and Richards, Layton &
Finger certainly was not going to hire
any women attorneys. Later, I became
the first female attorney they hired.

Q: Did your father encourage yon
one way or another to go to law school?

A: My father never pushed me one
way or another. I spent time in the
Foreign Service — Teheran, Salisbury
[in] southern Rhodesia, the Congo.
Later, when I decided to go to law
school, my parents encouraged me and
helped me financially to do so.



Q: Growing up, did you have dreams
of becoming an attorney?

A: No. I wanted to be President of the
United States, and during World War
11, I wanted to be a fighter pilot.

Q! You went to Smith College. Was
that a family tradition?

A: I was the first of my family to go
there, but my niece went there and she
has a daughter who is presently there.
I went there, I think, because when I
went to summer camp, the counselors
I admired the most had gone to Smith.

Q: What did you study?

A: I majored in the history of art and
I spent my junior year in DParis,
which probably was one of the best
years of my life. I learned more and
I think it gave me that initial desire
to do more than just stick around
Wilmington, Delaware, and do what
was expected of me.

Q. When did you first start
thinking of going to law school?

A: WhenIwasincollege,lawschool
was something I briefly considered.
But at that point, I wanted to see
the world and that’s why I joined
the Foreign Service. I was a clerk
typist with the Department of
State, and I got tired of typing and
when I came back, I took the LSATs
and was accepted in various places,
including Harvard and Stanford. I
decided to go someplace where it
snowed so that’s why, after having
spent a year in the tropics, I picked
Harvard because it snowed there.

Q. At Harvard, you were one of 25
women in a class of 500. Were the
women supportive of each other?

A Basically we were, although we
were divided in three sections and you
didn’t have much contact with students
in other sections. But the women in
my section, yes, we were. We did stick
pretty well together. I am still friends
with one of them, Stephanie Seymour,
who is a judge in the Tenth Circuit.
She’s the one I’ve maintained contact
with.

Q! Do you know where the other
women are?

A: Elizabeth Dole is a senator. Eliza-
beth Holzman was involved in politics

in New York, but I don’t think she is
involved anymore. Others are mostly
practicing law, I think. I was delighted
to be one of 25 women because they say
at Harvard that you are a nameless face
in a sea of faces, but I wasn’t a nameless
face.

Q. Was law school enjoyable?

A: Sometimes, but it was also some-
times very dull and very hard work.

Q: How did the professors treat the
women?

A: In my section I was treated very
well, but in other sections, the women
weren’t. I never had those experiences.

"The firm felt that,
as a woman,
| would understand
that field of law
(domestic relations)
better. | was not
happy doing
domestic relations.”

Q: What were your plans on
graduating?

A: 1 was most interested in becoming
a Deputy Attorney General like my
brother.

I came back [to Wilmington] and
started working for Richards, Layton &
Finger, and shortly thereafter became
engaged to Bill Roth. Because of his
political career, I never applied to the
AG’s office.

Q: You joined Richards, Layton &
Finger vight after law school. Did you
consider other firms?

A: No.

Q: You were the ninth woman
admaitted to the Delaware Bar.

A Actually, 1 think I'm the 10th.
For years I thought I was the ninth,
but [they later found out] there was a
woman who passed, but never practiced.
They discovered that when celebrating
the 75th anniversary of women in the
Delaware Bar.

Q: Did you and the other women get
to know each other?

A: When I joined the Delaware Bar
in December 1965, no other women
attended the Bar Association Meetings.
Vince Thiesen always started the
meetings [saying], “Gentlemen and
Mirs. Roth.” Of the other nine, the only
three I knew were Roxana Arsht who,
at that time, had not yet started in
the Family Court and was not active
at all; Sybil Ward, who was much
older than I was and basically did
title searches in the Prothonotary’s
office; and Brett Sturtevant, who
was a patent lawyer at the DuPont
company. And so, really, I had no
contact with them.

Q: What was your practice
starting out?

A: Domestic relations. The firm
felt that, as a woman, I would
understand that field of law better.
I was not happy doing domestic
relations. Domestic problems should
not be solved by the adversary system
and, at least in those days, lawyers
seemed to be making the situation
worse rather than helping the parties
at all and, in the process, charging
fees that exacerbated the family
problems. I was very uncomfortable
doing that work. When Bill was
elected to the Senate, I decided maybe I
should get a job in Washington and did
look down there, and in the process also
told Rodney Layton at Richards Layton
& Finger that I wanted to do something
else. He was doing medical malpractice
work and asked if I would like to help
him out. And I said, “Absolutely.” That
is how I got into that realm of litigation,
and spent many years doing it. It really
was great preparation for going on the
bench because I had spent so much
time in trial in courtrooms that I knew
the rules of evidence, I knew procedure,
I knew basically what was happening in
a courtroom and the role that a judge
should play in a smoothly operating
courtroom.
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Q: Did you have a difficult time
balancing your family life with your
private practice career?

A: I didn’t stop to worry whether it
was difficult or not. It was very busy,
but fortunately I was able to keep all the
balls in the air without dropping any.
Frankly, being a lawyer, I felt, gave me
flexibility that other working women
did not have because I could - as long
as I wasn’t in court — I could take time
off to run nursery school car pools, etc.,
and I would put the kids to bed and then
sit down and work on a brief that T had
due. And so I was able by doing things
when I could and fitting them in,
I was able to manage it all and do
a little campaigning for Bill on the
side and make some appearances
for him.

Q: What advice would you give
women today who are trying to
manage that juggling act that yon
carried off so well?

A: Stick with it because it is a very
rewarding profession, and being a
mother is a very rewarding role,
and if you work hard and organize,
I think you can do it all.

Q: What was your most
memorable case while in private
practice?

A: I was thinking about that last
night. I think it’s Colpo v. Sheeran,
which is not a medical malpractice
case. Jesse Colpo had run against
Frank Sheeran for president of the
local Teamsters union and was
accused in a union flyer of being
a scab, so Colpo sued Sheeran for libel
and slander — Sheeran and some other
local officers. 1 represented Colpo in
the trial. Sheeran was about to go off
to prison for labor racketeering. One of
the jurors, on the first day of trial after
the lunch break, told the judge that he
didn’t know this was ke Frank Sheeran
and that he wasn’t going to be on the
jury, so we did lose one juror early on,
but ultimately Jesse Colpo did win. He
did not get very much damages. I think
there was a question whether he could
have beaten Frank Sheeran, whether
they had maliciously called him a scab
or not, but he did win, he did prevail
and he did get some damages. And

10 DELAWARE LAWYER FALL 2006

I will always picture Frank Sheeran
sitting back in the witness chair with a
big diamond ring on his hand looking
at us like maybe we were flies he would
squash if we got in his way.

Q: Do you remember who vepresented
Sheeran?

A: Yes, I do. Tommy Little.

Q: In The Delaware Bar in the
Twentieth Century, you said that you
had to prove yourself to gain acceptance
from your male colleagues. When and
how did the process begin to change in
the acceptance of women attorneys?

"l had been in
specialized medical
malpractice defense

litigation, and
suddenly, | was not
in one special area

of the law, | was
looking at all areas
of the law.”

A: I would say after 1970, as more
women began practicing, they were
not quite the peculiar sight in the
courtroom that I had been in my first
years.

Q: What barriers continue to exist
today?

A: T'm not aware of any. From what
I can see in my removed position as a
judge, lawyers are judged as individuals
and not as men or women. [When I first
started,] I was afraid if I made a mess
of something, people wouldn’t think
it was because I individually wasn’t
any good, they would say it’s because
women shouldn’t be lawyers in the first

place. And I felt a heavy burden that I
didn’t want to mess things up for those
who might follow me.

Q: Did you have any trials against
women adversaries?

A: No. Magistrate Judge Mary Pat
Thynge was one of the first women
atrorneys to get involved in the medical
malpractice area when she was work-
ing for Victor Battaglia and she and
I worked very closely together for a
number of years. Even though we’re
in the same building now, we don’t
see each other that often, but there is a
strong bond there because we did work
together for a number of years.

Q: Who were plaintiffs’ medical
malpractice attorneys?

A: Wag Berl had the majority of the
cases, Tom Capano was in one case,
John Bader and Bayard Marin.

Q: You joined the Delaware
District Conrt in 1985 when Judge
Stapleton was appointed to the
Third Circuit. Did you always want
to be a judge?

A: Notinitially, but as I became more
involved in litigation, I became more
interested. Then when George [H.W]
Bush ... became Vice President, he
invited me to Washington to talk
about what I might do in the new
Republican administration back in
the ecarly ’80s, and after discussing
some possibilities, he said to me,
“What would you like to do most of
all?” and I said, “I would like to be
a judge.” And that’s how it all got
started.

Q: What was the confirmation process
like?

A: Very smooth. And still for District
Judges, it’s usually pretty smooth. The
Court of Appeals confirmation process
in 1991 was also very smooth.

Q: How was it transitioning from
private practice to the bench?

A: I thought it was very easy. I most
enjoyed the fact that I had been in
specialized medical malpractice defense
litigation, and suddenly, I was not in
one special area of the law, I was looking
at all areas of the law, civil and criminal,
and I realized that what I had learned



in law school began to make a lot more
sense than it ever did before.

Q: Who was Chief Judge at the time?

A: Judge Murray Schwartz. He was a
wonderful Chief Judge, and I hope to
have lunch with him roday.

Q: You were appointed to the Thivd
Circuit in July 1991 when Judge Seitz
went on senior status. Did be offer you
any “appellate” advice?

A: 1 only sat with him once, which
was too bad. I would’ve liked to more.
Unfortunately, he got sick and had to
be replaced on the panel several times.
I think more of the days back in the
late ’80s when all judges had lunch
together on Fridays — Wright and Seitz
and Latchum were there — I learned a
great deal about the arr of judging and
impartiality just listening to all of them
at lunch.

Q: You took senior status on June 1,
2006. Has your workload changed?

A: 1 bavent had a change in the
workload. I wouldn’t expect it to. Panel
assignments are scheduled through
the fall of 2007, and because of being
short of judges, I will stick with my
panel commitments. After that I’m not
sure whether I will cut down. I am also
busy with committee work. I am chair
of the Judicial Conference Committee
on Space and Facilities. We prioritize
where federal courts will be built in the
country, the space and limitations of
materials in building courts, and I have
contacts with Congress about getting
authorizations and appropriations for
courthouses.

Q: At some point you may have more
Sfree time. How would you like to
spend it?

A: Playing games with my grandsons.
They are 2V2, 5, 7 and 10. Two are my
son Bud’s kids, Bobbie and Charlie.
Bud graduated from Widener Law
and now works for the Department of
Defense. Nicholas and William are my
daughter Katy’s, who is in her third
year of residency as a family practice
physician. William is named after Bill
and has Bill’s blue eyes.

Q: Do you still bave St. Bernards?

A: I still have one St
Wilhelm. ¢

Bernard,

YOUR FOOD ISN'T

DRIVE-THROUGH.
YOUR BANKING

SHOULDN'T BE

EITHER.

VP, Business Development

Hungry for service that's four-star? Stop by Christiana Bank. We're
a different kind of bank. Where experienced bankers get to know
your needs, so we can cater to you. Christiana Bank can help you
to manage everything from your day-to-day finances to trusts. So you
can manage your wealth without compromising your values. Call

(302) 421-5800 or visit www.christianabank.com to learn more.

Ei\\ H i

CHRISTIANA BANK & TRUST COMPANY*
Banking tbé way i'tg‘%hould be.

3801 KENNETT PIKE (Greenville Center)
MEMBER

@ Deposit Services = Private Banking * Asset Management ¢ Trust Services FDIC
(. . ) !
LEnDER Commercial Lending Services

PHILIP BERGER
=== - Realtors

Weichert,

Providing Experienced,
Professional Real Estate
Service to all of New Castle
County Since 1969.

- "V’ 3302 Concord Pike, Wilmington, DE 19803
Weichert “President’'s Club” Off: 302-478-3800 Res: 302-427-2251
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