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SPLINTERS FROM THE CHAIR
by Vernon R. Proctor

A lawyer’s life, like Gaul, is divided
into three parts: our blissful, pre-legal
days; the grueling years of earning a liv-
ing as a practicing attorney; and, finally,
the relative peace and quiet of retirement.
In this issue, we offer a representative
sampling of the experiences of a number
of our colleagues in each of these “life
segments.” We hope and believe that you
will be impressed by the broad range of
activities in which your fellow Delaware
lawyers are, and have been, engaged. We
hope and expect that a “Lawyer Life-
style” column will become a regular fea-
ture of this magazine.

DTS NOTES

I .

Limited available column-inches pre-
clude me from sufficiently praising Karen
Pascale for the terrific job she did as issue
editor. Karen’s indefatigable work habits,
her smooth writing style and her conta-
gious enthusiasm made her a joy to work
with. Hardly a day passed during June
when 1 did not receive a sheaf of corre-
spondence between Karen and the con-
tributors to this issue. Congratulations
on a job well done!

I commend to all of you Judge
Stapleton’s thoughtful analysis of the
problems facing our Federal court sys-
tem as we approach the millennium. As
always, Judge Stapleton’s prose is lucid,
and his proposed solutions merit close
consideration. We hope that members of

the Delaware bench will always feel free
to express their views in Delaware
Lawyer with respect to such public affairs
issues. X

Finally, I was gratified by the over-
whelmingly positive response from the
people from whom articles were solicit-
ed. We even received commitments for
future contributions from several indi-
viduals who, for various reasons, did not
have the time to prepare a piece for this
issue. Gene Maurer’s concise articulation
of the problems with DNA typing was
an added bonus. Your Board of Editors
hopes that this “gung-ho” willingness to
write will carry over to future, substan-
tive issues.

s PR~

LAWYER LIFESTYLES:
BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER
by Karen L. Pascale

From the vantage point of the aver-
age reader of Delaware Lawyer — in the
thick of his or her legal career — the
concept of “being a lawyer” can easily
subsume one’s identity and self-image.
Most of us are thoroughly immersed in
our struggles at the legal battlefront,
with its onslaught of motions, briefs,
arguments, depositions, trials, contracts,
negotiations, plea bargains, deals and
corporate power struggles. It is easy to
forget that the practice of law is but one
point on the arc of an entire life, and
that it should be but one facet of a well-
rounded existence. :

In this self-described “Lawyer
Lifestyles” issue, we have tried to shift
our definition of “lifestyle” away from a
“Robin Leach” sensibility that highlights
a few sterile examples of conspicuous
consumption among the rich and
famous. Instead, we have aimed to foster
a greater understanding of the private
motivations and aspirations that shape
our characters and influence the way we
practice Jaw.

Although the concept of this issue is

clearly light-hearted in nature, the many
wonderful contributors unwittingly illus-
trate several important life lessons. For
example:
Jaya Gokhalé, born and raised
in India, recounts the journey that

We have aimed
to foster a greater
understanding
of the private
motivations
and aspirations
that shape our
characters and
influence the vway
we practice law.

led her to question the very foun-
dations of justice in Hindu society.
While uniquely dramatic in its
context, her experience will recall
for many of us the process by
which we made the intellectual
shift to the study of law and the
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pursuit of justice.

Susan Faw, having successfully
practiced law out of her home for
the past five years, reassures us that
our most valuable asset — our
brain — doesn’t require the trap-
pings of a big firm, a fancy office
or designer duds to get the job
done for the client.

Walt Pepperman, an early
retiree to the mountains and lakes
of western Maine, reminds us that
if we truly decided to live each day
as if it were our Jast, we might well
choose to leave the courtroom
behind.

The poal of this issue is to introduce
you to sides of your fellow Delaware
lawyers that you might never have seen —
whether those aspects manifested them-
selves “before,” “during” or “after” the
active practice of law in Delaware. As part
of the “evolutionary” changes described
by Vernon Proctor in the last issue, we
plan to feature more articles which
encompass this “lifestyles” perspective.
For now, we hope you enjoy this rare
opportunity to reflect on our private lives
today, as well as our memories of the past
and our image of the future.

fir 7 freate
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Ted Johnson:

MY

BRILLIANT
CAREERS

n 1959, Edmond D. “Ted” Johnson went off

to Harvard College to study math and chem-

bar after graduating at the top of bis class
Sfrom the University of Flovida School of Law,
be was already a vetevan of several careers.
Heve, he shares with us some of the

high points (and low points) of bis pre-

“Delaware Lawyer” duys.

I was working my way through school at
Harvard, working at campus.jobs 44 hours a week,
plus studying the sciences, which meant you were
in labs all day. Eventually, I ended up with
mononucleosis. The school took away some of my
jobs, which really wasn’t the solution,\bccausc T still
needed money.

Some friends of mine from school had started a

foreign car business. These were guys whose prima-

ry interest was racing cars. I started out working for’

istry. By 1983, when be joined the Delaware -

them as a gofer, moved up to keeping the books
and preparing tax returns, and later acted as parts-
manager. By senior year, I was doing more work
there than I was at college. After graduation, I took
over as manager.

The business wasn’t really a solution for me,
though, so I left and became a manufacturer’s rep-
resentative for a couple of years, selling housewares
and small appliances. While I was doing that, I took
a part-time job selling yachts on the weekends.

Eventually, I gave up the manufacturer’s repping

“business and started a yacht business with a friend

that T knew from sailing.

I have had an unerring timing problem with
business ventures throughout my life. 1 started this
business in 1968, just as the Boston area was going
into a major recession. My customer base was large-
ly unemployed, or expecting to be, and it was a very

bad time to be selling yachts.
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takes performance seriously.

Very seriously.

At Wilmington Motor Cars, we value the performance of our staff
as seriously as the performance of the cars we sell. Stop by the
area’s most performance-oriented dealership and see the complete
line of Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and Audi automobiles.

W

WILMINGTON
MOTOR CARS

Your authorized Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and Audi dealership.

3801 Lancaster Pike, Wilmington, DE (Half mile east of Route 141) 302.995.2211

A whole new adventure
Is now in Wilmington.

Visit Land Rover Wilmington, the area’s
first and only Land Rover Adventure Centre!

LAND =
=~ ROVER

LAND ROVER
WILMINGTON

4310 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE
OPENING SEPTEMBER 18
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I was working very hard — too hard
— and so was the fellow I used to work
for. After a year or two, he asked me if
I’d like to come into his business, and we
could end up with the biggest dealership
in New England. I said yes. Shortly
before we were going to make our move,
Nixon let the dollar float for the first time
on the international exchange. Mean-
while, we had a whole year’s worth of
boats coming in from Europe at fixed
rates. The dollar was devalued by 10%,
which meant that all of those boats went
up in cost to us. We were just coming
out of our recession, which had been
killing us, and then we got hit another
way. Once again, my timing was impec-
cable. However, we found ways around
the problem and managed to survive.

As usual, I’d been working very hard.
In fact, I"d worked my way into
mononucleosis again. About that time,
my partner found a boat business down
in Florida that he was interested in buy-
ing, so we bought the business together
and I moved down there to run it. I sold
my house — a beautiful house on a pris-
tine piece of land, which I built mostly
myself — and put all of my equity into
the business. :

That was 1974, just at the beginning
of one of the worst recessions ever to hit
the country. Within a couple of years we
had lost that business, which was very
traumatic, to put it mildly. My soon-to-
be ex-wife came to the conclusion that I
was washed up and left me.

Losing my business was a terrible
blow to my self-confidence. I tried sever-
al selling jobs but just couldn’t make it
work. I needed money so badly that I
just wanted a job that would pay me
something. I applied for a job spraying
lawns at Terminix. At the time that I
entered the scene, the owner of the
office needed a new termite control
supervisor. The boss took one look at
my resume and decided I could be a ter-
mite supervisor.

Now, I had never seen a termite in my
life before that time, but I thought I
could do the job, and I did. In fact, I did
very well at it. I didn’t get paid much,
but at least it was stable. More impor-
tantly, I got my self-confidence back.

I was really poor. After paying my ex-
wife, I had about $300 a month to live
on. All of the people who lived where I
lived were on welfare, and they all did a
lot better than I did. I"d moved into a
ghetto in West Palm Beach but, to my
surprise, I was the happiest I'd ever been
in my life. It really was amazing, and



from that I learned that happiness has
absolutely nothing whatever to with
money or things, because I had nothing
and I was very happy.

One other significant event occurred
while I was living in the ghetto. I met my
second wife. What she saw in me, I’ll
never know. In a society where image is
everything, I didn’t even have an image.
Somehow she saw through all that and
believed in me. One thing is sure, she
didn’t marry me for my money!

My next job was managing a foreign
car parts store, which was part of a
nationwide franchise outfit. The store
had been losing money for years, but I
went in and turned it around real fast.
The trouble was, once we got the store
into a profitable situation, the franchisors
wanted to sell it. They did.

One of my main reasons for moving
to that job in the first place was that I
was constantly having to defend myself
from my ex-wife in court. She apparently
wanted to confirm her judgment that I
was all washed up, so she kept suing me
whether I needed it or not. (She had
taken a job in the courthouse and had a
lot of lawyer friends.) I certainly couldn’t
afford a lawyer, so I had to defend
myself. The only way I could study law
was to go to the County law library,
which was only open from 9:00 to 5:00.
I took the foreign car parts job, so 1
could work downtown and go to the
library at lunchtime to read law.

My second wife was working as a legal
secretary, and she used to type up my
briefs for me. Unbeknownst to me, she
showed some of my briefs to one of the
attorpeys at the firm, who told her that
I’d missed my calling. He thought I’d
done as well as a real lawyer. My second
wife came home and asked me if I would
like to go to law school. She offered to
work two jobs, if necessary, to put me
through. Since two judges had also
encouraged me to think seriously about
studying law, I took the LSAT to see if it
might be possible. It was.

If I’ve learned anything from my experi-
ences, it’s that what I really enjoy is trying
to straighten out a messed-up situation. In
the business world, that can be a problem,
because you don’t start to make money
until you get past the point where the mess
is straightened out. In the legal profession,
on the other hand, you get paid up front
— and handsomely — for doing just that,
The practice of law fits me perfectly.

Ted Jobnson is a partner in the
Wilmington law firm of Morris, Nichols,
Arshit & Tunnell. *
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You can benefit by using S & H
Investigative Services. Here's How:

assets, heirs, photographing accident
scenes or scars, performing rush
surveillances — your emergency is
something we can handle. And, we've
been in business 23 years (as opposed
to an industry average of less than
five). We'll still be here when your case
comes to trial.

MORE FOR YOUR MONEY

Your reports will be well documented,
and we'll send as many as you like, as

often as you like, at no additional charge.
Recognizing that you have a client to :

answer to, we promise to complete YOULL RECEIVE A GUARAN-

your assignment promptly, and atthe  TEE
price quoted.

INVESTIGATIVE SPECIALISTS

When you hire S & H you are hiring
career investigators, not security
guards, We're educated, well prepared,
and will make a good impression on
your client, or on a jury.

YOU WON'T BE EMBAR-
RASSED

If you're not completely satisfied with
our efforts on your behalf you pay
only our out of pocket expenses.
We're that sure of our ability to
\ please you and our mutual
clients.

WE'RE HERE WHEN YOU

NEED US

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Whether its locating witnesses,

B2
"00‘7 69911
Wilmington - 112 Water Street PO Box 12245, Wllmmgton DE 19850
Baltimore - 28 West Allegheny Ave, Ste. 1003, Towson, MD 21204
Eastern PA - P.O. Box 146, Oaks, PA 19456
Eastern Shore of MD - P.O. Box 601, Cambridge, MD 21876

Lawyers’ Professional Liability
Insurance

“The Alternate Choice”

A. Horace Werner, Inc. Reliance National Insurance Co.
1300 Market Street, Suite 602
Wilmington, Delaware 19801

302-656-8359
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