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Reprinted below is an in memoriam picce on Bill Wiggin written by Joan and Joe Rosenthal, two very close

friends of Bill and his wife, Jane. It captures, simply and directly, what we loved of our former editor and friend

in whose memory this issue of Delaware Lawyer is dedicated. We can only add that Bill made us better readers,

writers and persons.

Bill Wiggin was a rare human being who
can only be described in terms of incompa-
rability. To those who knew him well, he
was “unique,” an “original.” His mastery of
the English language, both written and oral,
was extraordinary, not from a bookish pre-
occupation with words, but rather from an
abiding, deep-felt devotion to and insistence
upon lucid, cultivated, meaningful commu-
nication. His linguistic and literary skills
were matched — perhaps even surpassed —
by his irreverence for most of the icons
other mortals hold dear. His irreverence was
not the product of cynicism — although he had plenty of
that. Instead, he had a passion for intellectual honesty, usual-
ly tinged by a hint of bemusement at the frailty of those
among us who did not possess his perspicacity. He also had a
prodigious memory for everything he ever read or heard. A
conversation with Bill usually was sprinkled with verbatim
asides from S.J. Perelman, W.S. Gilbert, Shakespeare, Noel
Coward, Evelyn Waugh, or a multitude of other authors
whose words would enliven and enlighten the topic at hand.

Bill was a partner at Richards, Layton & Finger until 1983
when he was appointed executive director of the Bar
Association, a post he served with distinction for eight years
during which the membership of the bar grew dramatically,
with concomitant demands on the administrative staff. But
his true love was Delaware Lawyer. Bill chaired the board of
editors during its first 10 years, convinced that the Delaware
bar would support a magazine devoted to professional
themes presented with literary grace and excellence. Since
most lawyers have not studied or practiced the art of writing
(certainly to Bill’s standards) except as dry legal prose, all of
us who eagerly look forward to each new edition of Delaware
Lawyer are indebted to Bill for nurturing the infant publica-
tion during its formative years.

He was patrician in height, bearing, vocal mannerisms and
angularity of features, softened by an ever-present glint of
puckish humor in his eyes as he readied himself to pounce on
an errant comma or misguided metaphor (or the author
thereof). But Bill’s somewhat austere exterior masked a heart
as warm and generous as Bill was tall. He and Jane, his wife
of 45 years, adopted two daughters, Mary and Kate. Their
experience gave Bill the resolve to do what he could to
improve the system, which found expression in his long,
devoted service on behalf of the Children’s Bureau.
Delaware is one of only four “agency” states, mandating that
a child must be placed for adoption by the Department of
Services for Children or an authorized agency, such as the

Children’s Bureau, before the adoption can
proceed through Family Court. Bill became
a fierce advocate for children’s rights, both
in judicial proceedings and legislatively, to
protect the sanctity of the adoption process
and shield the adoption from collateral
attack so the child could be secure, physi-
cally and psychologically, with his or her
adoptive parents.

No remembrance of Bill would be com-
plete without mention of his beloved Cape
Cod. His father, a Boston physician, had the

- wisdom and foresight in 1912 to acquire
about 25 acres on Cape Cod Bay in Orleans where the Cape
narrows and heads north toward Provincetown. Bill took
delight in sharing his experiences as a Cape Codder with the
bar. Thus, when a student at Widener Law School, in an edi-
tion of Delaware Lawyer devoted to ocean and coastal law,
chastised Delaware for denying public access to privately
owned beachfront, Bill stoutly defended the right of private
beach owners to enjoy their property free of unwanted
visitors who were indifferent to the imperative of conserving
environmentally fragile wetlands and keeping the beach from
looking like a trash heap. In a similar vein, while politicians
of all stripes were frequent targets of Bill’s barbs, in an
edition of Delaware Lawyer devoted to the environment, Bill
graciously acknowledged the wisdom of the town fathers of
Orleans who reacted with profound sensitivity to environ-
mental issues peculiar to Orleans when Bill successfully
applied for a permit to build a walkway from his beach house
across the wetlands to the water’s edge. Bill became a fan of
local regulatory schemes that brought neighbors together
in the continual battle between humanity and nature. He was
always willing to give appropriate credit when credit was due.

Bill gave freely of his time to instill in others his love of
language and literature. At the Academy of Lifclong
Learning, he taught a course he called “The Serious Business
of Comedy.” He was a firm believer in George Meredith’s
view of comedy as “the ultimate civilizer, the polisher,” to
correct “pretentiousness” and “dullness.” Bill participated in
workshops both as an instructor and, ever the perfectionist,
as a student.

Bill leaves his loving wife Jane; his daughters, Mary and
Kate; his granddaughter, Audrey; and a host of friends and
admirers, who were fortunate to have known this singularly
gifted man of letters.

— Joan and Joseph Rosenthal
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il recently  joined
Connolly Bove
Lodge & Hutz
LLP as Of
Counsel to the
Business Com-
mercial and Cor-
porate Practice
Group. Prior to

: joining Connolly Bove, Mr. Brady was

Counsel in the Complex Mass Torts
and Insurance Group of Skadden Arps
Slate Meagher & Flom LLP in

' Wilmington, Delaware, for almost 20

years. Kevin received his undergrad-
uate degree from the University of
Delaware and his J.D. from Widener
University School of Law.
served as a judicial law clerk to then-
Chief Judge James L. Latchum from
1983-85.

Kevin

Kent A. Jordan
Al Was  appointed
e in 2002 to serve
as a United Srates
District Judge for
the District of
Delaware. Judge
Jordan was ad-
mitted to the
: § Declaware Bar in
1984 and, prior to taking the bench,
had been the General Counsel for a
privately held business, a litigation

i partner in a law firm, and an Assistant

United States Attorney. He received

! his B.A. in 1981 from Brigham Young

University and his ]J.D. in 1984 from
Georgetown University.

Mlchcel P. Kelly

i1s the Managing
Partner of the
Wilmington of-
fice of McCarter
& English LLP,
where he prac-
tices in the areas
of toxic tort,

complex civil liti-

i gation, products liability, corporate

litigation, and environmental law. Mr.
Kelly has tried hundreds of cases in
many jurisdictions and has testified as
an expert on Delaware complex litiga-
tion. He has lectured many times on
issues pertaining to litigation and trial
strategy, and has appeared as a legal
expert on national television and radio.
He has also offered legal commentary
in many publications, including
Newsweek, Barvon’s, and The Walil
Street Journal. Mr. Kelly received his
B.A. from Columbia University and
]1.D. from the Dickinson School of
Law. He is a founding member of the
Defense Counsel of Delaware and
a member of the Delaware Trial
Lawyers Association and Rodney Inn
of Court.

Karen L. Pasccle

practices in the
areas of general
litigation, corp-
litigation
and intellectual
property with the
Wilmington law
» firm  Bouchard
: Margules &
Friedlander, PA She received her
1.D., cum laude, from Villanova
University School of Law in 1990,
where she was Articles Editor for the
Villanova Law Review. Ms. Pascale
has served on the Board of Editors
of Delapware Lawyer magazine since
1994, and acted as its Chair from
2000 to 2003.

orate

Vernon Proctor

a Director of The
Bayard Firm in
Wilmington, has
practiced corpo-
rate law and liti-
*{ gation for over
Y 25 years. Any
perceived resem-
% blance of any
character in his story to any Delaware
lawyer or jurist, living or dead, is a
figment of your imagination.
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Karen L. Pascale

Our Most
Unforgettable

Let me explain
something fo you.
The name is
WIGGIN!

Without the "S.”
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As part of Delaware Lawyer’s celebration of the life and legacy of Bill
Wiggin, our founding editor, I conducted a series of interviews and
roundtable discussions with a cross section of folks who knew Bill well,
cither through his treless work on this magazine, his legal career at
Richards, Layton & Finger, and/or his tenure as executive director of
the Delaware State Bar Association — Judge Thomas L. Ambro,
Edmund N. Carpenter, 11, Wendell Fenton, Henry N. Herndon, Jr.,
Justice Jack B. Jacobs, Richard A. Levine, David C. Mc¢Bride, Vernon R.
Proctor, and former Chief Justice E. Norman Veasey, as well as Bill’s
longtime secretary, Anita Garvey. What follows is a selection of loosely
woven, sometimes freewheeling, reminiscences. We hope this rambling

“oral history” captures some of the spirit of Bill Wiggin.

Cape Cod

Henry N. Herndon, Jr.: His love was
Cape Cod. 1 know he went there on
vacations. 1 at the time was, and still
am, going to Martha’s Vineyard.
There weren’t many in the Delaware
legal fraternity who did that. And we
would chat about these poor sods who
went to Rehoboth Beach or Ocean
City instead of enjoying the glories of

said, “I want to give you my place up
at Cape Cod to go for your honey-
moon.” So, I went home and I said to
[my fiancé], “Mr. Wiggin wants to give
us this place at the Cape, and I can’t
say no to him.” And he said, “Okay,
well, that’s where we’ll go for our hon-
eymoon.” But Mr. Wiggin failed to tell
us that his mother was there!

Thomas L. Ambro: I believe Bill’s

the Massachusetts shore.

Anita Garvey: When my husband and
I'were planning on getting married, he

mother gave him the land, and be built
a house on it in the early *70s. The
Cape Cod place. And he would spend
summers up there.




Vernon R. Proctor: Didn’t he have
property squabbles with the nuns
over something? And the water bal-
loons? And the ... oh, he had some
great stories about his beach place. I
wish I could remember them all. But
the fracas with the nuns I think he
did write about.

the family itself, which he character-
ized as being guilty of, as he put
it, “greedy bad taste.” A typical
Wigginism.

Wendell Fenton: Bill Wiggin was
basically sort of a very Victorian fig-
ure, sort of out of place in the latter
half of the 20th century. He loved to
use language. You sort of thought he

Politics

TLA: When I first met the guy I
thought he was some sort of
reactionary. While the impression
proved wrong, there is no way I can
describe Bill’s politics because it
defies any political party I can think
of. I guess the closest might be
Libertarian.

VRP: I interviewed him for In Re:,
I think, years ago, and asked him a
lot of questions. One of them was
about his politics. And I think he
said that he was a small ‘r’ republican
who believed in property qualifica-
tions for voting. Which we duly
printed.

TLA: On matters of race, legal aid
for indigents, and children’s rights,
he was really ... if you’re going to
put a label on him, quite liberal.
Other matters, you didn’t want to
bring it up! But he was idiosyncratic
in terms of his views. And pomposi-
ty of any kind, by any party, was
verboten.

The Early Years

E. Norman Veasey: Bill Wiggin and
I were hired at the same time, at
Richards, Layton & Finger. I was at
Sullivan & Cromwell in the summer of
’56. And all the cases that I worked on
at Sullivan & Cromwell were in
Delaware, and Sullivan & Cromwell was
using Richards, Layton & Finger. So I
called up my friend Jim McKinstry, who
was the only person I knew at Richards,
Layton & Finger, and said, “It’s a little
late, but do you think I could get a job
there? I’ve got these job offers in New
York, but it looks like Wilmington is a
good place.” “Oh,” Jim said, “I’m not
so sure. We’ve just hired Bill Wiggin
and Max Bell. We only have nine
lawyers to begin with. It would be hard
to take in three at once.”

But I came down and had an inter-
view, and T was hired along with Bill
Wiggin and Max Bell. So we kind of

“Bill Wiggin was

basically ... a very
Victorian figure,
sort of out of place in
the latter half of the
20th century.”

started out together, and that was great.
We went all through the practice of law
together.

Edmund N. Carpenter, II: He was a
delightful, tremendously amusing guy.
Always with a deft turn of phrase. I wish
I had written down many of his sayings.
But I remember particularly, not long
after he first joined Richards, Layton &
Finger, we somehow got involved with
a family who then had a death, and had
an estate. And the estate included a herd
of goats. And poor Bill Wiggin was sent
out to marshal the assets and get the
estate underway. And so he became a
goatherd for a short while, and made
very active comments on that. And
particularly devastating comments on

was a Dickensian character.

AG: He was a character. Very proper.
Very Bostonian. Very erect. You
could hear him coming, he was very

heavy-footed also.

ENV: I remember the day before Bill
and Jane were married. There was a
little party for Bill in the Christina
Room of the Hotel DuPont. This
was a party that was given by
Richards, Layton & Finger. A lot of
people went, and I sat next to Aaron
Finger. And he leaned over to me
and said, “Awful lot of drinking
going on here!” And he said, “And
they’re drinking hard liquor, too!”

WE: Bill liked his martinis, I think.

ENV: He claimed to be a good chef.
So, one day, my wife and I went
goose hunting, and we got a bunch
of geese. And it was carly in the
morning — we got our quota by, I
don’t know, ecight o’clock. Back in
the office by ten o’clock. And I saw
Bill, and I said, “Well, we shot these
geese, but I don’t know what to do
with them.” He said, “I’ll come to
your house and cook them for you.”
So he did. He came to the house and
he said, “I know how to cook the
goose.” Well, he stuffed all manner
of vegetables and fruit in the goose and
it cooked forever and ever. And he said,
“You have to cook it a long time, so it
gets tender and the gaminess gets out of
it.” And he said, “While we’re doing
that, we’ll have a few drinks.” So we had
a few drinks, and I guess we didn’t
know what the goose tasted like.
Anesthetize the taste buds!

AG: Mrs. Wiggin had a car back then. It
was a small yellow Volkswagen. And it
kept breaking down, and I told him
about AAA. So he got that, and it kept
breaking down. And even AAA said,
“Maybe you need to do something.” 1
said to him, “Mr. Wiggin, maybe for
Christmas you could get Mrs. Wiggin a
new car.” And he said, “Mrs. Gah-vey,
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money doesn’t grow on trees!” My
response to that was, “It grows on
your trees a hell of a lot faster than it
grows on mine!” And he just
thought that was so funny; he
laughed and laughed. She didn’t get
a new car for Christmas, though!

ENV: Bill had a case before the

England a lot. He brought me back,
every time he went, a little piece of
china. And two shelves of my curio
cabinet still have that china.

He also worked a lot for Children’s
Bureau. He felt very strongly about
the Children’s Burean and work-
ing with termination of parental

Delaware Supreme Court, on an
appeal from [Judge] Stewart Lynch.
And in that case — I don’t know the
name of the case — apparently Judge
Lynch said, at the trial level, when
the appeal was taken, “Well, if I had
known you were going to appeal, I
wouldn’t have granted summary
judgment.” And that got into the
record before the Supreme Court.
So Bill went up to arguc this case
before the Supreme Court, and
Chief Justice Wolcott leaned over to
the other justice, and sotto voce said,
“Did you see what the man wrote!”
For everybody to hear!

HNH: I will tell you that my best
memory of Bill was the first time that
I was involved with him in anything
at all as a lawyer. I’m not sure that I
remember it very exactly, but I
remember 1 was representing what
was then Bank of Delaware, which
was going to be an indenture trustee.
1 don’t remember who Bill was rep-
resenting, but he was representing
another party to the transaction. We
were working on a trust indenture,
which is the dustiest, driest, most
boring thing I ever had to do. We
were working away, and Bill was
commenting. ... He’d been talking
about his law school — he’d gone to
Harvard Law School — and he looked
over the top of his glasses, and pausing
in this discussion of — I don’t know
whether it was experiences, L-1, or
what, but he looked at me and said,
“You know, there was only one thing
missing at the Harvard Law Review.” I
said, “Bill, what was that?” He said, “It
needed a resident dermatologist.”

But that’s just sort of typical of Bill,
that whimsical sense. of humor and
putting everything in a particular light
that it had never been seen in before. 1
thought it was wonderful,

TLA: The first time I dealt with Bill was
in the summer of 1976. 1 was to write
him a memo on some issue. I wrote the
memo to “William E. Wiggins.” So 1
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He was never

tied to a mold. ...The
only thing that really
drove him was,
“Will it be interesting?”
And even better, “Will

it be controversial?”

run into him and he said, “Well, I like
the memo, but let me explain some-
thing to you. The name is WIGGIN!
Without the ‘S”!” I thought, “Oh, man,
P’'m done! It’s over! I’m outta here!”

AG: [Indicating picture] This is Mr.
Wiggin. That was his sense of humor.
The one with the wig on. He loved
doing things like that. He was so
proper, but he had a funny side that I
don’t think a lot of people saw.

Because he always — It was always
“Mrs. Gah-vey.” The day of my wed-
ding he saw me outside the church, and
it was “Miss France,” and he came
through the receiving line, and it was
“Mrs. Gah-vey.”

He and Mrs. Wiggin went over to

rights and things like that. He was
very much devoted to children in
that way.

The Genesis of Delaware
Lawyer

TLA: I don’t know who suggested
it at the Bar Foundation, but it was
suggested that we start this maga-
zine. And Bill called me in and said,
“Look. You like writing. How
would you like to work with me on
this magazine?” And I responded,
“Well, I don’t know. What’s it all
about:” He said, “It’s about
whatever we want. They want us to
set this up.”

Richard A. Levine: I don’t really
know exactly who suggested Bill
Wiggin -for the job, but Harold
Schmittinger was president of the
Bar Foundation, and it was Harold
Schmittinger who called me. And 1
didn’t know Bill Wiggin, though
everyone sort of assumed that I
knew Bill Wiggin. Justice Veasey,
not-then Justice Veasey, Norman
Veasey at the time, was the chairman
of the Board of Bar Examiners. I
don’t think Norman was on the
onginal Bar Foundation, but I have
a feeling that his hand was in the
decision, because when Harold Schmit-
tinger called me up, he was very clear
that T was not being approached for
any great writing skills or reputation for
great writing skills. He said, “We’re
going to start this magazine, and Bill
Wiggin, who as you know is a very tal-
ented person, needs someone as a keep-
er. And you are going to be his keeper
and make sure that we don’t lose all of
our money, because he will spend it all.”
And I don’t know that Harold knew Bill
well enough, so I always thought that
Norman Veasey’s hand was in that.

ENV: I really don’t remember how that
all came about. But now that you men-
tion it, I thought Bill Wiggin was a like-
ly prospect. He was a grammarian, and
very interested in writing. More so than
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other things. He wrote very well.
And he didn’t write long stuff. Crisp
with what he would write.

TLA: On the first issue of Delaware
Lawyer [Spring 1982 (Vol. 1, No.
1)1, I lined up the authors. On most
of the issues thereafter, for years, Bill
lined up the authors. He would do
the Editor’s Note at the beginning.
He would do the layout with the
publisher. He literally ... there was
nothing he wasn’t instrumental in
deciding.

He used to do a lot of his work

processing at Richards Layton. Her
father, Duke Curtis, was the former
chief of police. And she knew a lot of
the cops. It was supposed to be Bill
and me, and Mary dressed as a hook-
er. And so what happened was Mary
said she felt uncomfortable because
she knew these folks. So Bill and I
show up on a Sunday afternoon. The
person who’s supposed to take the
picture shows up. It’s drizzling out-
side. So we went in, I changed, got
into these dirty old clothes and put
this hat on, and went out. We got a

on the magazine at his home in
Holly Oak. He had the back porch
looking out over toward 1-495. And
that’s where he did a lot of his
editing, out back. Never touched a
computer.

VRP: He was a Luddite, right?

TLA: That’s right. The thing that
actually made it easy for Bill, and he
commented a number of times to
me, was that he never had to worry
about the financial side. Rich
[Levine] took care of all that.
Whatever Rich did was fine. Bill just
didn’t want to be bothered with it

he knew it was in great hands, and
all he really wanted to do was edit
and, if he knew somebody, line
up articles.

RAL: Our first publisher was Ed
Golin [of Gauge Corporation]. 1
think Ed died about a year or two
ago. And then we went to a compa-

ny called Miller Mauro. Miller
Mauro was more aggressive about
advertising. And that was important in
those days. Important not to Bill but
very important to the Bar Foundation.
Because even then the Bar Foundation
did not wish to see funds diverted from
its core purpose to the magazine,
although they thought that the maga-
zine was a useful vehicle for the founda-
tion, and always gave us cover and were
very supportive. But when we lost
money they were very unsympathetic.
BilP’s high point — or low point — in
credibility with everybody was when he
told me we were going to have a “small
deficit” for the Bicentennial Issue [Fall
1987 (Vol. 6, No. 2) - “1787-1987: A
Bicentennial Tribute”]. Said “small
deficit,” I think, being $50,000 or
something in that number. And he said,
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“Well, yowll go in [to the Bar
Foundation meeting] and you’ll talk to
them about it and exphin it.” And I
said, “You’re coming with me, pal!”

The “Crime” Issue Cover

The cover of the Summer 1984 issue (Vol.
3, No. 1) was a photograph featuring Bill
Wiggin and Tom Ambro being led into a
police station in handcuffs.

TLA: That was my idea. It was a dumb
idea. I thought, “Bill, wouldn’t it be
great, you know, if we get cuffed and
we’re being led in to the station?” And
1 told Bill, “We could have fun with
that. I could send it to my mother as a
joke.” We were supposed to be with
Mary Curtis, who was the head of word

corporal and a private or something
like that, who were just new on the
force. So we get the pictures all
done, go back in, and Rich Andress,
who was the captain or whatever,
said, “Guys, can I see you for a sec-
ond? Weve got a little problem.” I
said, “What’s that?” He said the
problem is that the chief said that
these bigger honchos, like a sergeant
and somebody else, would have their
picture in this. I countered, “Well,
we’ve got these other folks, this
worked out fine.” He replied, “No,
you don’t get it. The chief said that
these two ... and they’re on their
way in now. Coming from patrol.” I
said “Okay!” So we get dressed again
and go back out and re-shoot it. And
what we did was, inside [the maga-
zine] we put the little picture of the
more junior officers and said thanks
to them for showing up as well. The
police couldn’t have been nicer.

The Bar Association

ENV: I became president of the
Delaware Bar Association in 1982 1o
’83. And I had the unpleasant task of
firing the then-executive director of the
Bar Association at the end of my term.
And seeing that Bill was interested in it,
I had him interviewed by my successor,
Henry Herndon, the next president of
the Bar Association. So Henry benefited
from having Bill, and I had to do the
dirty work of letting the other fellow
go, which I didn’t like doing.

HNH: Bill was hired as executive direc-
tor of the Bar Association 1 think
toward the end of Norm Veasey’s tour
of duty as president — probably early
1983. Bill provided some real magic, I
thought, as the executive director. His
wonderful humor, as everyone I’'m sure
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has commented on. Also, he really
did have a delightful perspective on
the practice of law, with a perfect
dose of common sense and enough
cynicism to make it all make very
good sense to me. He was a breath
of fresh air as executive director. He
was the first one, as I remember, who
had any real legal expertence before
taking on the job. It was a career
change for him, and as a result of
that he really jumped into it with
both feet and did a wonderful job.

TLA: Bill told me within one year
after his leaving Richards Layton that
it was probably one of the best things
that had ever happened to him,
because his blood pressure had gone
down significantly. He felt much
more at ease, and enjoyed himself
much more.

HNH: We had to raise the dues of
the Bar Association. And we had
some wonderful discussions, Bill and
1, as to how to go about this process.
I don’t remember exactly how he
managed it, in terms of presenting it.
But he did it very well. He did a
wonderful job of enabling us to do
that, and having the new and higher
dues accepted by the association. It
was a good effort, and something
that was dramatically needed. At that
time, too, we were reorganizing the
Bar Association a bit and trying to
make it a little less free-flowing and
having a little bit better focus, and
Bill was extremely helpful in that.

RAL: Actually it was a good time for
the magazine in the sense that Bill, at
that point having been relieved from his
obligations at Richards, Layton &
Finger, had more time and was more
available daylight hours for the maga-
zine. And Bill had a lot of time to try
and train [new publisher] Miller Mauro.
... I say “train”; get them to do things
the way he wanted them done.

The Feminist Outcry

The Spring 1994 issue (Vol. 12, No. 1 —
“Graven Images”) contained a full-page
tlustration of a woman entering the
conrtroom dressed in a bathrobe, slippers,
curlers, and a bonnet, wielding a mop
and an ivon. The reaction was swift and
vociferous.

TLA: That was the cartoon. Bill had
this woman artist who had done work
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for a number of issues. He told her what
the gist of it was, and she said, “Let’s do
a cartoon around” — for lack of a bet-
ter description — “a woman dressed like
she was a cleaning lady.” And Bill
thought it was roaringly funny. When he
got the cartoon, he was really happy
with it. She had, Bill believed, shown
real imaginadon. Well, [Judge] Susan
Del Pesco and Lana Richards weren’t so
happy. They got a whole group togeth-
er. Then we all [members of the editori-
al board] got called on the carpet before
Justice Moore.

David C. McBride: I remember we
were over in the Supreme Court confer-
ence room.

TLA: Bill said there was no way in the

world he was going to show up. Out
of principle. And even if he was next
door, he wasn’t coming into that
meeting. Even if there was an order,
he wasn’t coming into that meeting.
So I go into the meeting and I said,
“Look. If we offended anybody, it
was clearly not intentional.” Rich
[Levine] and I pretty much said this.
“It was not intentional, we’re
extremely sorry, and please accept
our apology.” So then Bruce
[Stargatt] and David [McBride] walk
in, and David basically says, “What’s
the matter? This was good.” And
Bruce says, “I agree with that, you
know? I mean, come on. Are we
being so hypersensitive?”

RAL: Bruce had other things to say
in a different context on that subject.
He was much more publicly sup-
portive of us than he was when we
spoke privately. He said to me,
“Doesn’t anybody look at these
things and think first?” And I said,
“Well, let me put it to you this way.
I can answer the first part of your
question with a ‘no,” so the second
part doesn’t matter.” That’s when
we decided [the editorial board]
would start discussing covers and
illustrations. Because I said, “No-
body does look at them. We sort of
can’t wait to see them!”

Karen L. Pascale: That’s literally
how I got involved in the magazine.
Exactly at the time that the magazine
had come out, I was at the Women
Lawyers and Judges Retreat. I
remember Judge Del Pesco was
there. And just about everyone
signed a petiion [protesting the car-
toon]. What bothered me about the
cartoon, frankly, was the juxtaposition
with Karen Valihura’s very scholarly and
dignified article.! It was out of place. I
got the joke of the cartoon, which did-
n’t trouble me at all.

TLA: Bill put it where he was going to
put it. But I agree, the cartoon was out
of place.

KLP: And I got called on the carpet by
Frank Biondi, who was DBF chair at
that time. Myself and a few other Morris
Nichols associates who had signed the
petition. Frank said, “Well, you should
put your money where your mouth is!”
He placed a call to somebody, perhaps
Richard Levine. And we all got a little
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invitation to come and meet the edi-
torial board.

The Grammarian

VRP: He had these pet peeves. And
I think the one everybody remembers
was the use of “unique” with a qual-
ifier, as in “most unique,” or “very
unique,” or “somewhat unique.”
There was one particular judge in

town who used it repeatedly with a -

qualifier. And boy, what Bill would
say behind closed doors!

AG: He could not tolerate when
somebody in The News Journal used
the word “unique” and it would not !
be in the correct form. And he’d

always send a letter to the editor,

each and every time, and they knew ¥

what it was going to be about.

ENV: He also hated the word .

“hopefully,” particularly when peo-
ple stick it in the middle of a sen-
tence.

TLA: He was so particular. Of
course, his bible was Fowler’s
[Modern English Usage]. But the
Third Edition of Fowler’s that came
out a few years ago by Robert
Burchfield would have been verboten
for Bill. I'm not even sure he fol-
lowed the ’65 version by Sir Ernest
Gowers. I think he may have gone
back to the original one that HW.
Fowler did in °26. I mean, that’s how
Bill was.

And he would go back and he

would have pages, you know, almost
memorized. And if somebody said
“hopefully,” he would say, “Look at
this! You can only use it ...” And I
think actually at some point he copied
and passed around an article or a little
comment in the New Yorker on the use
of “hopefully.”
ENV: He was not afraid to correct any-
body’s grammar. Stop the music, cor-
rect that sentence, and go on. No mat-
ter who it was.

TLA: And remember — You could not
split an infinitive. I don’t know if he
ever changed, but you could not split an
infinitive. .
RAL: The little writing of mine that he
did see — he picked up very early on
that I loved to split infinitives. And I
remember telling him that the problem
was that I didn’t realize that I was doing
it, but it sounded good to me!

“He was not afraid

to correct anybody’s
grammar. Stop the
music, correct that

sentence, and go on.

No matter who it was.”

TLA: He would say things to me like,
“Did somebody else write this? This
can’t be you.” Ohhhh, take that!

Jack B. Jacobs: Or, “Is English your
second language?”

The Wordsmith

VRP: I just liked his way with the
English language. He had a real facility
with it. He was very elegant — spare
but elegant.

TLA: Bill was a lawyer, obviously, and
he went to Harvard Law School. But I
don’t think that’s what Bill really want-
ed to be. I think Bill really wanted to be
something else in the literary field.

WEF: Well, Bill was certainly more
interested in writing than in the practice

of Jaw. Certainly toward the end of
his practice. I think for a while, when
he was still at the firm, he was writ-
ing a novel.

AG: [His novel was] about a ghost.
In limbo. I typed many a page. And
we didn’t have computers back then,
it was all typing, each and every
page. And he was such a perfection-
ist, that you would do it over, and
over, and over.

TLA: For the African-American
issue [Summer 1998 (Vol. 16, No.
2) — “Five Pioneers: The Pursuit of
Equality”], I lined up all the articles;
and 1 said, “Look, Bill, why don’t
you write the Editor’s Note?” And it
was — it was a masterpiece. And he
took time to write. It wasn’t some-
thing he would dash off, and he was
constantly editing his own stuff. He
edited his own work as much as he
edited somebody else’s. 1 really
believe that, if you go back and you
look at his Editor’s Notes, you’ll find
some elegant, but always pithy,
products.

KLP: For our most recent Civil
Rights issue [Fall 2002 (Vol. 20, No.
3) — “Civil Rights in Delaware:
Where We Are Now”], he wrote a
short opinion piece about the
Newdow case. It was when that case
was still pending. But it was the deci-
sion that eventually went to the
Supreme Court about whether the
use of “under God” in the Pledge
of Allegiance 1is constitutional.
And Bill’s piece was brief] and it was
funny, and it was crisp, and it’s
actually been cited in a couple of law
review articles.?

RAL: Bill had such control of the
English language and of foreign expres-
sions that I think one of the things that
he delighted in was sort of saying things
that sounded like they were a compli-
ment but they were not. I remember
him saying something to someone, and
that person, she smiled; and then Bill
turned to me and said, “Ignorant” —
you-know-what — “didn’t even know
what I meant!” And I said, “That’s a
common feeling for me. I hope you
don’t turn and say that to others!”
Because he could sort of speak at many
levels and had such command of the
language, you know, he could do that to
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you. He would not be a person that
you’d want to be engaged in an acri-
monious debate with.

TLA: I don’t know of any lawyers in
Wilmington in his league, with a
couple of exceptions, in terms of
how much he read, how well read he
was. He would read the New Yorker
not just because of the articles, but
to look at the style. I mean, how
many people do that? And he loved a
great turn of phrase. He would clip
them out and bring them in to show
around.

The Editor

TLA: You can ask Irv Morris, you
can ask anyone. Bill was one of the
best editors around. One time we
had — I will not name the politician
who gave us a piece in an issue on
politicians. And this person gave us
an article that was not so good. Bill
and I took that article and we com-
pletely redid it. I mean, so much so
that when we sent it back to this per-
son we thought, “Uh-oh.” But as it
turns out, the “author” was very
happy, very complimentary, and it
worked out beautifully. Bill’s attitude
was — whatever it took!

VREP: I remember the next political
issue, I had to do the same thing. I
had to clean out the Augean Stables
for some prominent Delaware politi-
cian who submitted basically an
unrcadable work. And Bill just said
to me: “Have at it!” And I had the
same experience. I rewrote it, and
submitted it to the politician in ques-
tion, and he loved it.

TLA: He liked finding talent. What
attracted Bill to ask somebody to be
involved [in the magazine] was his per-
ception whether that person could write
or edit well. Jack Jacobs, Vern Proctor,
Dave Drexler, Bill Prickett, Dave
McBride, Carroll Poole, Greg Inskip
and Joel Friedlander come immediately
to mind.

And the greatest compliment Bill
could give was if somebody submitted
an article and Bill said “You know, I real-
ly had to do very little editing.” That was
the best compliment you could get from
Bill Wiggin. When it came to writing
and editing, he was just intuitively good
at it, not just at understanding syntax,
not just understanding grammar.
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Understanding tone, and what commu-
nicates and what works. I took stuff to
Bill to edit that I was really concerned
about, and he had a way of looking at it
and making it expressive — I mean, not
that you bought every single comment,
but he had a conciseness. In terms of my
work today, Bill Wiggin’s way of editing
is the primary thought in the back of my
mind when I’m working on an opinion.
DCM: That’s what I remember, the
conciseness. That’s what I lack. And so
he went over my work, and shrunk it
down. He was excellent.

VRP: If it’s good, it’s always shorter
than when you start. That’s another
thing Bill taught me.

DCM: I remember Bill’s help. I did this

article early in the life of the maga-
zine, on the Financial Center
Development Act. My one and only
time of trying to be a journalist or a
reporter. I’d gone around and inter-
viewed people about how the Act
had come into being, and I wrote an
article describing the history as peo-
ple had related to me. Then I circu-
lated it. I told everybody I’d inter-
viewed that I would circulate it, so I
circulated it. Well, T was so naive, it
never occurred to me that everyone
would want to rewrite the history, to
make themselves look better, or not
as bad. And I came to Bill and said,
“I don’t know what I’m going to
do. ’m getting all sorts of people
trying to rewrite what I wrote,
because they say it didn’t happen this
way, or they wanted credit.” Bill
said, “You just tell them that you’ve
written the article and that’s it, we’re

not going to edit it anymore!”

TLA: I think that’s one of the first
times I heard Bill say, “I’m a whore
for controversy!” He just loved con-
troversy. The rest of us would, you
know, sort of shy away from it. He
just loved it. Because he thought
that’s what would get the magazine
known.

On the Board

JBJ: I’m trying to remember back to
when exactly I got on the editorial
board. And I don’t remember the
exact year, but it was in the early
’80s. I do remember he called me.
And basically the only reason I want-
ed to go on there was because I'd had
the opportunity to work with him. We
somechow had, you know, we had the
same kind of wacky personalities,
although mine wasn’t anywhere near as
wacky as his. But there was something
about him that appealed to me. Back in
the early *80s, I hadn’t been on the
board that long. Bill and I got to talking
about someone who will go nameless
that I didn’t care for very much, and
neither did he. And so after he listened
to me ventilate, he said, “Well, remem-
ber — time wounds all heels!” I've
never forgotten that.

TLA: What he would probably say to you
is, “Jack. It’s not ‘vendlate,’ it’s ‘vent’!”
And he would do that to me often!

KLP: I’d asked to meet with Bill when
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I was going to take over his duties [as
chair of the editorial board]. And
notwithstanding my having been on the
board for a while, you know, he was
very ... he kept it all to himself in terms
of the mechanics and the procedures
and the ins and the outs of actually pub-
lishing the darned thing.

And T met with him, and he was as
pleasant as could be. But the only thing
he told me was, essentially, “Get yourself
a copy of Garner’s Modern American
Usage.” That was it! You know, nothing
about schedules and procedures and
instructions, and all this.

JBJ: Bill liked to display Delaware
lawyers. At least the ones who wrote the
way he liked writing. But the other
thing I remember was that he liked a
consistent sort of style, editorial style.
So he always would sort of look over
the shoulder of those of us that were
editing other people, just to try to keep
some kind of uniformity.

VRP: I think Bill came up with the con-

cept of the theme night dinners, when
[the editorial board] would start meet-
ing at Del Rose or some porch restau-
rant. Brainstorming dinners. And it was
his idea, but he was wide open to things.
He’d love to talk about concepts and
ideas, and break things down. And he
was very open.

TLA: He was never tied to a mold.
Again, the only thing that really drove
him was, “Will it be interesting?” And
even better, “Will it be controversial?”

JBJ: I remember two sorts of quibbles.
One is when we settled on a particular
theme for an issue, like corporate law or
environmental law. One of the problems
was that the articles would tend to have
a certain dullness about them. And so,
one of Bill’s questions was, should we
throw in something humorous or light-
hearted that has nothing to do with the
topic? Just to liven it up. And I think he
did that.

And then the other thing we did was
to vary the magazine so it wasn’t just

about law, but lifestyles. You know, the
human side of what lawyers are con-
cerned about.

TLA: Let me give you one example.
One time, I threw out the idea of doing
something on lifestyles. And I said, “We
have this attorney, Pat Gallagher.” Her
thing was to go off on her 750 cc
motorcycle. And on the cover we had
Pat in her leather jacket on her BMW
bike. And that’s what Bill liked. He
wanted her to show her standing out-
side the practice of law.

RAL: Bill was more interested in things
“by lawyers” than “about lawyers.” 1
think that some of the issues we had
that are about legal issues and topics, to
the extent they’re not written by
Delaware lawyers, were not his first
choice. He really was interested in an
outlet for Delaware lawyers who could
write. I think his favorite pieces were the
pieces that weren’t about legal issues,
that were fiction. Those were the things
that he was most proud of, because he
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really was struggling to create a liter-
ary outlet for lawyers.

TLA: Bill was definitely interested in
getting good pieces of fiction. Which
I think is how he hooked up with
Bill Prickett.

RAL: I think he was disappointed
that we never became a publication
of decent non-free circulation. He
was very, very aggressively interest-
ed, in the early years, getting it to
the smoke shop — blessed memory!
— and other distribution sources.

I think you can learn a lot about
Bill Wiggin from reading the masthead
of the magazine, where he sets forth the
mission statement, which has been
unchanged. It’s printed in each issue.
And he drafted that with little or no
input from anyone else. Very few people
ever read it. It just sort of sits there. But
I remember him struggling to put the
words together, and really trying to
decide what the mission was.

The Devotee

VRP: Bill really admired S.J. Perelman
as a humorist. He really thought he
broke the mold.

JBJ: How about H.L. Mencken?

VRPT: 1 could see him being a fan of
Mencken. Say what you think, and
don’t be bashful.

KLP: Bill was kind of the William
Shawn of Delaware Lawyer.

TLA: If you said “Bill Wiggin” and
asked me to do a name association, I
would say, “William Shawn.” Shawn
actually had more idiosyncrasies than
Bill. Shawn, you know, never left
Manhattan. Hated to be in a car.
Wouldn’t fly. And didn’t like going over
bridges or through tunnels. And he
edited the New Yorker. But that was the
name that would spring to mind. You say
“Bill Wiggin,” I'd go, “William Shawn.”
VRP: John P. Marquand comes to my
mind.

TLA: Bill thought that David Drexler
was maybe the best writer in Delaware.
Bill just loved the way Dave wrote. And,
in fact, we did have Dave on the board
for a period of time. The succinctness of
Dave’s writing Bill found to be very
close to the way Bill liked to write.

RAL: Among the lawyers he really
revered Bruce Stargatt’s writing because
it was different. And that was something
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that Bill always observed.

TLA: Oh, he thought the world of
Bruce. Bill admired the fact that Bruce
did not waste words.

RAL: Bill always had nice things to say
about Bill Pricketr, who he thought
was a very good writer, and Irv [ Morris]
also.

TLA: 1 think Bill [Wiggin] and Irv
[Morris] got along beautifully. I mean,
they understood each other. Irv is work-
ing on his memoirs, and Bill, before he
died, was helping to edit them.

Passion for Delaware Lawyer

RAL: It was apparent to me, after my
second meeting with Bill Wiggin, that
he was not going to remain at Richards,
Layton & Finger very long, because he
loved the magazine. He would have
spent 26 hours a day on the magazine,
which left little billable time for
Richards, Layton & Finger.

TLA: I don’t know what year it was,
it might have been ’82-’83, Jesse
Finkelstein was to help Bill on a case
that was going to trial. Purportedly, the
night before it went to trial, Jesse goes
in to see Bill and said, “You know, we’ve
really got to get these witnesses ready
for this. ...” — it was a short trial —
“We have to get these witnesses ready.”
And Bill said, “Well, I'm editing the
magazine. It’s got to get out.”

DCM: I just never imagined, once I
met Bill, that he would like to practice
law. He didn’t seem to me to be the
kind of person that would enjoy it, at
least in terms of litigation.

TLA: He didn’t produce a whole lot of
business [as a lawyer] because he wasn’t
out there trying to do so. If you gave
him a project to do, he would do it. But
you had the impression, on legal mat-

ters, that that wasn’t what interested
him. It was clear that if his name was
on something, it had to be done well.
But he wasn’t a self-starter. With the
magazine, though, it was like Jekyll
and Hyde. I saw the other end of the
spectrum with Bill. I saw a guy who
was committed, energetic, and active
in terms of getting things started.
And not reacting, which is what
essentally he did as a lawyer.

He would call me in and he’d say,
“What do you think of this?” And
we’d bat around some ideas, and then
he’d go back, and he’d call me back,

“What do you think of this?” And it was

like ... you’re always good at the things
that you think about subliminally, and
that you’re interested in. Bill would wake
up at 3:00 o’clock in the morning and
what he was thinking about was the
magazine.

The Grandfather

VREP: Bill’s daughter Mary married the
son of a fellow who goes to my church.
And so I heard indirecdy about some of
Bill’s family through his co-father-in-
law, Art, the guy I know. He’s a
straight-arrow Navy man, low-keyed,
not at all like Bill. Can still fit into his
uniform 50 years later.

Mary and Art’s son got married and
they had a daughter. A baby daughter.
And 1 asked Art not too long ago,
“What kind of grandfather was Bill?”
Art said, “Bill was looking forward to
her getting to the age where he could
read to her. Sit her on his lap.” T guess
she was under a year old when Bill died.
Now, that’s vintage Bill. That’s the way
he was going to communicate. And
that’s the way he was going to be a
grandfather — by reading to her. ¢

FOOTNOTES

1 Karen L. Valihura, Breaking Through the
Barriers: A Reflection on the Participation of
Women in the American Legal Profession,
DELAWARE LAwYER, Spring 1994 (Vol. 12,
No. 1), page 4.

2 See Walter Lynch, “Under God” Does Not
Need To Be Placed Under Wraps: The Phrase
“Under God” Used in the Pledge of Allegiance
Is Not an Impermissible Recognition of
Religion, 41 Hous. L. Rev. 647, 650 n.12
(2004); John E. Thompson, What’s the By
Deal? The Unconstitutionality of God in the
Pledge of Allegiance, 38 Harv. C.R.-C.L.L.
REv. 563, 574 & n.17 (2003).
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really was struggling to create a liter-
ary outlet for lawyers.

TLA: Bill was definitely interested in
getting good pieces of fiction. Which
I think is how he hooked up with
Bill Prickett.

RAL: I think he was disappointed
that we never became a publication
of decent non-free circulation. He
was very, very aggressively interest-
ed, in the early years, getting it to
the smoke shop — blessed memory!
— and other distribution sources.

I think you can learn a lot about
Bill Wiggin from reading the masthea
of the magazine, where he sets forth th
mission statement, which has bee:
unchanged. It’s printed in each issue
And he drafted that with litde or ni
input from anyone else. Very few peopl
ever read it. It just sort of sits there. Bu
I remember him struggling to put th
words together, and really trying t
decide what the mission was.

The Devotee

VRP: Bill really admired S.J. Perelma
as a humorist. He really thought h
broke the mold.

JBJ: How about H.L. Mencken?

VRP: I could see him being a fan ¢
Mencken. Say what you think, an
don’t be bashful.

KLP: Bill was kind of the VVllhar
Shawn of Delaware Lawyer.

TLA: If you said “Bill Wiggin” an
asked me to do a name association,
would say, “William Shawn.” Shaw
actually had more idiosyncrasies tha
Bill. Shawn, you know, never lej
Manhattan. Hated to be in a ca
Wouldn’t fly. And didn’t like going ov<

bridges or through tunnels. And h ]

edited the New Torker. But that was th
name that would spring to mind. You s3
“Bill Wiggin,” I’d go, “William Shawn"
VRP: John P. Marquand comes to m
mind. :

TLA: Bill thought that David Drexlc
was maybe the best writer in Delaware.
Bill just loved the way Dave wrote. And,
in fact, we did have Dave on the board
for a period of time. The succinctness of
Dave’s wnting Bill found to be very
close to the way Bill liked to write.

RAL: Among the lawyers he really
revered Bruce Stargatt’s writing because
it was different. And that was something
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met Bill, that he would like to practice
law. He didn’t seem to me to be the
kind of person that would enjoy it, at
least in terms of litigation.

TLA: He didn’t produce a whole lot of
business [as a Jawyer] because he wasn’t
out there trying to do so. If you gave
him a project to do, he would do it. But
you had the impression, on legal mat-
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